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Teach us to Pray

During this season of Lent our hope is that each of us and all of us together will expe-
rience a deeper and more rich prayer life. Prayer is not just a spiritual disciple, it is a
part of all that we do. Prayer isn’t about a perfect posture, it is about intention and
intimacy. To help us reflect on prayer we want to share with you the words of Eu-
gene Peterson on the topic. Enjoy!
“Prayer is the cultivation of a grace-filled relationship with God. We begin
experiencing ourselves and the world not as a problem to be solved, but as a
reality in which God is acting.

[ want all of life to be intimate with the God who made, directs, and loves
me. [ want to do the original work of being in deepening conversation with the
God who reveals himself to me and addresses me by name. [ want to witness
God out of my own experience. I don’t want to live as a parasite on the first-
hand spiritual life of others, but to be personally involved with all my senses,
tasting and seeing that the Lord is good.

Every person is involved in both the desires and the difficulties of intimacy in
their lives. In every encounter, whether with God or with others, there is the
challenge of closeness-the need to break through the defenses of sin in order to
be in touch with another.

Prayer is the place where the doubts that come from disappointment and fail-
ure are dispelled and faith in the resurrection of love and promise is once again
discovered.

Prayer is never the first word; it is always the second word. God has the first
word. Prayer is answering speech; it is not primarily “address” but response.”

In prayer we enter into the realms of spirit where wonder and adoration have
space to develop, where play and delight have time to flourish.

The primary orientation of spiritual direction is towards God, looking for
grace. As we cultivate the practice of spiritual direction we find ourselves work-
ing in a field where the Spirit is inventive and the endless forms of grace are
never repeated.

Prayer is all about staying alert to the magnificence of salvation. It guards us
against the tendency to turn living faith into a lifeless religion.

Praying most often doesn’t get us what we want, but what God wants.”

-Eugene Peterson
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Connecting With God

The Season of Lent Sermon Series “Teach Me to Pray”

During the season of Lent our sermons will explore the Lord’s Prayer. When
Jesus was asked by the disciples how to pray, he taught them the Lord’s Prayer.
The Lord’s Prayer continues to be an important part of our faith tradition and a

great tool for guiding our prayer life. Each Sunday between Ash Wednesday and
Palm Sunday, we will explore a portion of the prayer together, learning about its
meaning and gleaning its insight for our prayer life. We hope that this series will
help each of us experience a richer prayer life during the season of Lent that can
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continue beyond the season.

Palm Sunday & Passion Reading

On Sunday, March 29th our worship service will celebrate Palm
Sunday. Children are invited to gather before the service to
participate in the procession of the palms. They will also lead us
in song.

The later portion of the service will be devoted to the passion
narrative from our scriptures.

Maundy Thursday

Thursday April 2nd at 6PM.
The service focuses on Jesus’

final days and the events leading

up to the cross. We will share
communion together and end
progress through the service

ending with a reflection on the
crucifixion. We hope that you

will be a part of this special
worship.

HOLY WEEK OFFERINGS
Cross Walk

Friday, April 3rd at noon we will
gather with other church
worshipers from around town to

Easter Breakfast

The men of the church will be
hosting their annual Easter

Breakfast prior to worship on
Easter Sunday. We will gather at
9:30AM to share a meal together.
If you are a man and willing to

participate in the annual cross
walk. We will meet on the steps
of the church and walk together
to Riverside Park for a brief
worship service.

contribute to the bounty, please
contact Mark Helland.

Easter Service

What?

When?

We will worship together at our
normal time on Easter Sunday.

Maundy Thursday Worship

with Holy Communion

6 p.m. Thursday

Invite your friends and family to
April 2nd

join us. If you want to come to

Ecumenical “Cross Walk”

walking service of worship

12 p.m. Friday worship but are unable to drive

April 3rd yourself, please let us know in the

Easter Breakfast & Easter
Worship

Breakfast at 9:30 a.m. Sunday church office and we will arrange

Worship at 11:00 a. m. transportation for you.
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Connecting With God

Call to Baptism

Baptism is tied with Christian identity. As babies are
born into Christian families, or individuals come to
recognize God at work in their lives and their
identity as a child of God, baptism is a part of how
we acknowledge that publicly. In the baptism
ceremony of infants, parents affirm that they trust in
Jesus as their Lord and Savior and promise to raise
their children in the faith. In doing so, they are
proclaiming to the world and to God, that they
already know that God has a claim on that child.
That God is already intertwined in who they are and
that they promise to do what they can to help their
child come to know their identity in Christ. As
individuals present themselves for baptism, they
promise to fight their tendencies to sin and to trust
completely in God. Again, recognizing that God is
already at work in their lives and that they believe
they cannot separate their identify from God. God
is essential to whom they are and they are willing to
publicly profess that. But our baptism doesn’t end
when all of the parties say their I dos because
baptism is a covenant, and covenants are a multiple
party commitment. In baptism we are reminded of
God’s constant, forgiving, unfailing love in our lives~
And in baptism we proclaim that being a part of
God’s work in the world is a new reality for our lives
as well.  We respond to God’s gracious love by
reciprocating in love and action.

In the history of the church, baptism has been a
part of their Easter preparations. We invited those
in the church who are not yet baptized, or parents of
infants who have not yet been baptized, to enter into
a conversation and exploration with the pastors. We
would love to extend this sacrament to those who are
ready to acknowledge publicly this commitment.
Contact the church office to schedule time to talk
with the pastors.

Weekly Bulletins available by request

New Members

On February 22nd we welcomed 5 new members
to the church. Join us in welcoming Donald &

Arlis Bidwell, Nathan & Megan Kraft, and
Beverly Geary to the church family!

Membership and Outreach
Committee Seeks People to Join their

Efforts

Do you love connecting with other worshippers?
Are you energized by social gatherings and
fellowship? Do you want to help others feel
welcome in our congregations! If you answer yes to
any of these, we would love to have you join the
conversation and planning of the Membership and
Outreach Committee.  The committee plans
gatherings for the people of the church to connect
with each other, they evaluate and initiate efforts to
include new worshippers in the life of the church,
and they are constantly looking for new and
creative ways to reach out to all people that God
brings to our ministry. You don’t need to be a
member of the church, simply interested in helping
vision how we can live into God’s vision for this
area of ministry more fully. We would love to have
you join our efforts! Contact Pastor Kristin to
learn more.

Elder & Deacon of the month

Elders and Deacons past and current! We can use
your help to cover the opening and closing
responsibilities. If you can help out for a whole
month or even just a few weeks please find the
signup sheet on the bulletin board in the East Room
or talk with a pastor. We would be so very grateful!

Prayer Chain
To have a prayer request

Are you unable to worship with us? Do you listen to the service added to the prayer chain,
broadcast and wish you could follow along better? contact Nichole the
Contact the Church office and request a copy of the weekly bulletin be Secretary at the church

mailed, and please keep us updated of your address if it changes. office. 234-4855
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Growing in Your Faith & Relationship

Adult Religious Education Opportunities

Adult Education Class Thoughtful Christian Articles

Our Adult Education Sunday morning Bible Study ~ An article is chosen every month from the

will resume this month. We will meet in the East Thoughtful Christian website. The reading we will

Room at 9:30 to explore in greater detail the highlight areas of our faith explore deeper. The

scriptural text for the day. The pastor preaching that articles will be available to pick up at church in the

Sunday will be leading the class. We hope you will ~ East Room or to access via email by request. The

join us. March article is entitled “How Did Jesus’ Death Save
»

Visit the Church Library and borrow a book (or o

two, or three). Sharla Helland has shared some of =~ Women’s Devotional Group
the gems from the library on the East Room tables;  On the 2nd Wednesday of the month at

you are welcome to grab one of these. Or spend 7:30pm women gather to discuss how their faith

some time down stairs in the library. It is located in  influences and provides foundation for their roles as

Selle Hall just off the Fellowship Hall. There are mothers, wives, working women, etc. In March Erin

many wonderful books that will get your spiritual Taylor will be hosting the gathering in the Taylor

juices flowing. home on 11th. Contact Pastor Kristin for more
information.

Daily Devotions

Our church distributes a daily devotional booklet Women’s Circle The Presbyterian Women Circles

called “These Days: Daily Devotions for Living by are great opportunities to gather for study, fellowship
Faith”. You can find the most recent edition on the and prayer. All women are welcome to join one of

sign up table in the East Room. these groups. Deborah Circle will be meeting at
o 10am on Thursday the 12th and Elizabeth Circle will
Worship in Your Inbox be meeting on Thursday the 26th at 1:30pm.

A weekly email that reflects on God’s presence in
our daily lives. If you are on the email list for these
readings take the time to reflect and spend time with
God in the midst of the chaos of the week.

Contact the church office for more information.

Children’s Sunday School

In February our children in Sunday School will
finish up exploring the parables of Jesus and then
begin learning about the Season of Lent. Please
keep our children in your prayers as they explore
their faith in Sunday School.

" Teens Ministry

T

Our teens will meet March 8th and 22nd. They will
gather at City Brew from 7:00-8:00.
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Growing in Your Faith & Relationships

Our little Angels have been busy! We have restarted
attending weekly chapel. This month we are learning about
prayer, Noah and Daniel at Chapel. We will be doing crafts
that coincide with Noah’s Arc and Daniel and the Lion’s
Den. We are now up to 17 sight words and are continuing
to practice telling time on the hour. Other academic
concepts we continue working on include; Letter sounds,
and recognition, colors, shapes and understanding the
calendar.

We currently have 27 children enrolled in Little Angels,
with 6 of those being drop-in only. The daycare impacts
about 20 families monthly.

PW will hold their Annual Rummage Sale on March 14.
You are invited to bring your rummage to Selle Hall by
March 9 for sorting and marking. PW will work on getting
everything in order that week, March 9-13, and are seeking
helpers who would like to come down to help during that
time. Hours will be 9 am to 12 noon each day. Hope to
see you there.

Mission Committee

March: Suicide Prevention in Eastern
Montana

April: One Great Hour of Sharing

May: Pentecost Offering

June: Local Mission

July: EMI

August: ROCKS Program

September:  Theological Education Fund

October: Peacemaking Offering

November: ~ Montana Rescue Mission

December: ~ Christmas Joy Offering

Special Offerings Update

In January we collected $513 for the DEAP.
In February (as of the 15th) we collected $320
to be given to CNADA. Thank you for

supporting our special offerings.

Birthdays & Anniversaries

2 - Olivia Helland
4 - Hilary Corbin
5- Laura Bennett
9- Mary Lynn Taylor
13 - Buford Griffin
Donna Rex
17 - Frances Davis
18 - Jim & Carolyn Zimmerman
24 - Lynn Pluhar

27 - Arlene Corbin

31- Patricia Conley

If we missed someone, our sincere
apologies. Please let'us know so that you
can be added to the list for next year!
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Serving the Church & the World

Worship Service Radio Broadcast

I3 We are looking to fill dates in 2015. Please consider

h‘e sponsoring a Sunday in honor of someone you love
i or just to help fund this ministry that has been a vital
Dlnne part of our service to God over the last 64 years. The

sponsor donation is $120.

March 22nd & all the Sunday’s in April are still

open!
Free Spaghetti Dinner (Lunch) after P
worship on Sunday March 15th Yellowstone Presbytery Gathers

On March 6th and 7th our Presbytery will gather
Mark your calendar for Sunday March 15th when at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian in Billings for one of
all are invited to gather for lunch with tons of our regular meetings. Pastors and elder
spaghetti, meaty sauce, bread, salad and commissions from churches throughout our
fellowship. All you have to bring is you and an presbytery will come together in worship, prayer,
appetite. Thanks to the FPC Board of Deacons for and business. Our session has elected Caroline
planning and sponsoring this event. Flemming as our commissioner for this meeting.

She will accompany pastors Kristin and Brandon
for the two day event. Please keep those in
attendance and the work at hand in your prayers.

T-Loop Update With God’s Help: Capital Funds
Campaign (for FPC heating/cooling
To raise awareness about this system, a sign has project)

been installed on the wall next to the T-Loop
black boxes with some pointers on how to use it.
If you, or someone you know, has a question
about the T-Loop system feel free to ask Pastor
Brandon.

We are close to completion on our heating and
cooling project. Contractors hope to be finished by
the end of March. We continue to raise funds to
help cover a portion of the heating and cooling
project. Session’s initial plan was to draw half of the
expenses from our investments, knowing that
members had left those fund for such a time as this.
Session’s aim is to invite present members,
worshipers, and friends of FPC to contribute to raise
the other $65,000 knowing that our reserves are
essential for ensuring the longevity of the church

and thus not wanting to deplete them further. So
resolved in the near future. If you use the T-Loop far $40,000 of that goal is in hand. PRAISE GOD!

or listen by radio and have notices some issues
with the system please let Pastor Brandon know so
we can address the issue. Thank you.

The only issue we are addressing with the
T-Loop system has to do with our wireless
microphones. The T-Loop system broadcasts
everything the microphones hear. If the
microphones are not working properly the T-Loop
system will not work properly either. We are
looking into this issue and hope to have it

We continue our efforts to raise the remaining
$25,000. If you are in a position to help please fill
out a pledge card or contact the church office.
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Serving the Church & the World

Investment Update

In mid-February our Finance Committee had an opportunity to meet with
our investment management team from Wealth Management at First
Interstate to get an update and overview of our investments. We are
almost to our one year marker for pooling our reserves and investing with
Wealth Management. Our initial investment was just over $380,000.
Within the last few months we have need to withdraw $65,000 from our
investment in order to cover the costs of our heating and cooling capital
project. As of our meeting with the management team, the valuation of
our investments was just over $340,000. Of course this is just a
momentary snap shot dependent on the market on the given day we met.
Considering the valuation provided and the withdrawals we recently
made, we have seen an increase value of roughly $25,000 over the last
year. This equates to about a 6% increase. All in all, we are pleased with
the growth in our investments and look forward to them continuing to be

a blessing to our ministry.

Per Capita

Per Capita is an essential way in
which all of the nearly 11,000
congregations of the PC
(U.S.A.) are connected and
share in the work of the wider
church. By contributing your
portion of per capita, you free
up dollars in our regular budget

in this community. The per
capita for 2015 is $45.00. If you
are able to and haven’t yet
contributed, we hope you will
consider paying this vital fee.

Financial Snapshot

As partners in the ministries and mission of
this congregation, we aim to keep the members and
friends of FPC well informed of financial resources
that have been entrusted to our congregation. The
table provided is a snap shot of our financial
standing as of the end of January. Itis only one
month in to our 2015 fiscal year, but does provide
insight to how our year is beginning. The 2015
budget figures are averages from the previous two
years actuals.

The first table, called “GF Revenue,” shows
all 2015 income credited to the FPC general fund
from offerings, pledges, and per capita. It gives a
total of our actual income as of the close of January
2015, the budgeted income for that month, and the
difference between them. Numbers that have
parentheses around them indicate that the actual is
less than the budgeted figure. You will see that the
income we actually brought in during the month
of January was significantly less than we had
budgeted. At this point we are attributing the
shortfall to timing and not having a large enough
time period to evaluate. February looks to have
picked up, but we will be keeping an eye on the
income as we progress.

The second table, called “GF Expenses,”

shows the actual expenses that have been charged to

the church’s general fund through the end of
January 2015. The summary indicates that our
actual expenses in the areas of personnel, property,
and other are roughly $1,500 less than we
budgeted.

The third table, called “Net General Fund,”
shows the net balance of revenue and expenses. This
summary indicates that our general operating fund
did not meet the budget for January month end,
we will keep the congregation informed as we
move forward in the year.

The fourth table, called “Other Funds,”
shows change in monies allocated for special
purposes. These figures are consistent with our
expectations for the month.

The fifth table, called “Net General Fund +
Other Funds,” gives an overall snapshot of the
health of church finances by showing how solvent/
balanced we are as of the end of January. The
figures are consistent with the Net General Fund
Table.

Thank you for investing in the mission and
ministries of First Presbyterian Church. Please
continue to pray for God’s guidance and provisions
for the ministries, mission, and leadership of FPC
and to continue leading us in the faithful
stewardship of the resources entrusted to us.

for the work of our congregation
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First Presbyterian Church
Session Summary Report

13172015
GF REVENUE 13115 YTD | /3115 YTD | ¥YTD Actual vs| 173114 YTD Difference
Actual Budget Budget Actual 20157 2014
Offering 4254 00 7,400.00 (3,146.00) 7.721.00 (3,467.00)
Per Capita 0.00 450.00 (450.00) 1,260.00 (1,260.00)
Broadcast Sponsorship 240.00 480.00 (240.00) 440.00 (200.00)
Income from Investments 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Other 500.00 150.00 350.00 160.00 340.00
TOTAL REVENUE 4,994 00 8,480.00 (3,486.00) 5581.00 (4,587.00)
13115 YTD | 173115 YTD [ YTD Actual vs.| 173114 YTD Difference
e Actual Budget Budget Actual 201572014
Personnel (8,009.01) (8,397 45) 386844 (8,094 24) 8523
Property (1,570.55) (2,670.60) 1,100.05 (2,627.06) 1,066 51
Other (5,704 33) (5,705.50) 117 (6,125.05) 42072
TOTAL EXPENSES (15,263.89) (16,773.55) 1,489.66 (16,846.35) 1,662 46
13115 YTD | 1/3A5 YTD | YTD Actual vs| 173114 YTD Difference
SEEE Rl Actual Budget Budget Actual 20157 2014
(10,289.89) (8,293 .55) (1,996.34) (7,265.35) (3,024 54)

OTHER EUNDS 18115 YTD | 13115 YTD | YTD Actual vs

Actual Budget Budget
Transfers 0.00 0.00 0.00
Reserve Fund 921763 9,205.00 1263
Building Fund 2500 0.00 25.00
Other 0.00 0.00 0.00
Temporarily Restricted 50.00 0.00 50.00
Permanently Restricted 0.00 0.00 0.00
TOTAL OTHER 929263 9,205.00 8763

NET GENERAL FUND + | 1/3115 YTD | 173115 YTD | ¥TD Actual vs
OTHER FUNDS Actual Budget Budget

Change in net assets (997.26) 911.45 (1,908.71)
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

March Special Offering:

Suicide Prevention in Montana

Montana has one of the highest rates of suicide in
the nation, and has for more than three decades.
Suicide and the stigma against mental illness has been
part of the Montana culture for a hundred years. This
isn’t going to change quickly. It is going to take a
cultural shift in the way we think and an openness to
talk about these issues. There are many individuals
and organizations working to address this issue. In
the spring of 2000, the Montana Department of
Public Health and Human Services invited a group of
private organizations, concerned citizens and
government officials to begin the development of a

statewide plan for suicide prevention. With
consultation from international experts in suicide
prevention, the Montana Suicide Prevention Steering
Committee began work that led to the development
of this statewide strategic plan. The purpose of
Suicide Prevention in Montana is to inform the
public of ongoing prevention activities taking place in
communities around the state, identifying community
advocates, and encouraging input from all
Montanans on how we can address the issue of
suicide in our state.

Information taken from the Montana Strategic Suicide Prevention Plan — 2013

available from the Montana Dept. of Public Health & Human Services




