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The world is holding its breath.  That is Advent.  The prophet Isaiah writes “Thus 
says the Lord ‘I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not per-
ceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.’” (Isaiah 
43:19.  Advent is the time when you know something amazing is just around the 
corner, and the anticipation makes you pause.  During the season of Advent we 
remember the stories leading up to the birth of a child in a manger in Bethlehem
- the birth of God in human form.  But the season is not just remembering that 
anticipation, but recognizing that the anticipation continues now.  God is at work 
among us, as we await God’s Kingdom to be fully realized we live in a continuous 
season of Advent.   
 
During this season our 
worship to- gether will fo-
cus on the an- ticipation and 
wonder, ex- ploring those 
themes to- gether and 
embodying them in our 
lives beyond our church 
building.  We, your pastors, 
have been in- spired by the 
reflections of William Barclay, and we plan to share his passion with you.  Our 
sermons during the Advent Season will follow the themes of “Good Tidings of 
Great Joy: The Birth of Jesus the Messiah” which is composed of reflections from 
William Barclay on the season leading up to Christmas.  Below you will find the 
themes for each week leading up to Christmas.  We hope that you will join us as 
we anticipate and wonder together.  
 
 Week One of Advent άLƴ ǘƘŜ .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ²ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘέ John 1:1-5 
 
 Week Two of Advent ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ .ŜŎŀƳŜ CƭŜǎƘέ   John 1:9-14 
  
 Week Three of Advent ά¸ƻǳ {Ƙŀƭƭ .ŜŀǊ ŀ {ƻƴέ  excerpts from Luke 1 
  
 Week Four of Advent άWŜǎǳǎ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎƛŀƘΣ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘέ excerpts  
     from Matthew 1 
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Connecting With God 

In the month of December, two 

distinct season of the church year fall back 

to back: the season of Advent and the 

season of Christmas.  Both seasons are important and have unique themes.  Advent focuses on 

anticipation and Christmas of celebration.  In many churches these themes result in advent hymns being 

sung prior to Christmas and Christmas carols being sung the weeks following Christmas.  While we 

recognize the value of the themes of each season, the music selected for Sunday morning worship 

leading up to Christmas will be a mixture of both advent themes and Christmas carols.  The first couple of 

weeks will be more heavy on the advent themes and the carols will increase as we approach Christmas.  

We have chosen to include Christmas carols for a variety of reason but the two main are: there are many 

Christmas carols that are beautiful and theologically powerful (too many for just a service or two), and we 

find that singing Christmas themes songs both in worship and in our homes builds anticipation which is 

the point of Advent.  We hope that you will enjoy singing with us and will reflect on the meaning of each 

season and how our music helps us to enter those seasons fully.  

A Personal Note from your Pastors 
We are thrilled to both be back in the office post the birth of 
our newest son Levi as Kristin has returned from maternity 
leave.  We want to thank the entire congregation for the love, 
prayers, and support shown to us during this time.  The meals 
and gifts truly blessed our family as a whole and helped us make 
the transition smoothly.  We look forward to Levi growing and 
getting to know all of you as we continue our work together.   

Celebrating Christmas  
through Music 

On December 28th, the Sunday following 
Christmas, we are going to fill 
our worship service with 
Christmas Carols.  We will reflect 
on their theological significance 
and celebrate the gifts of God as 
we sing together in celebration 
of Christmas.  Come enjoy worshiping together. 

Christmas Eve Worship Service 
We will gather to worship at 6pm on 
Christmas Eve.  It will be a candle light 
service.  All are invited, please extend the 
invitation to your family and friends.  



Weekly Bulletins available by request 

Are you unable to worship with us?  Do you 
listen to the service broadcast and wish you 

could follow along better? 

Contact the Church office and request a copy of 
the weekly bulletin be mailed, and please keep 
us updated of your address if it changes. 

Connecting With God 
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 Thank you Verna Viall, Carolyn Zimmerman and Phyllis Griffin for planning and 

making our welcome of Levi Willett party the first Sunday he came to church. 

 Also, thanks to Eleanor Neurohn and crew who ordered the flowers, made bou-

quets and delivered them to our shut-ins from our church. 

 On December 19th, we are having a Birthday Party at the Holy Rosary 

Healthcare nursing home. Thanks to those who are making cakes and furnishing berries 

and whip cream. 

 We will not be meeting until January. And as said before “Everyone is invited to 

come and if they would like to help with our projects, we would like that. 

 December 4th we are having our annual Christmas Luncheon at noon in Fellow-

ship Hall. Dr. Susan Mattocks is our guest speaker. We encourage all, who can, to come. 

Please bring a salad of your choice if you can join us. If you can’t stay for the program, 

come and eat with us. And if you have to leave we understand. 

 We wish all of you a very Merry  and Christian Christmas & Happy New Year. 

God bless, 

Mary Lynn & Delores Thank you, Denise! 
Have you noticed the beautiful decorations in the East Room? We 
have received a few compliments of the new seasonal décor. 
Denise Hartse is in charge of this, and come in during her spare 
time to make our space look a bit more lovely. She does such a 
nice job for each season and we should give her the recognition 
she deserves.   

Our Sermon Audio is Online 
We have been able to record and 
upload the sermon audio for our 
worship services.  If you go to the 
church’s website (www.mc1stpres.org) 
and click on the “Sermon Audio” tab 
where you will find links for the 
sermons.  If you missed church, or just 
liked the sermon and want to listen 
again, we hope this will be a blessing to 
our congregation and beyond.    

Worship Service Radio Broadcast 
We are filling the second half of the 2014 
broadcast sponsorship calendar. Please 
consider sponsoring a Sunday in honor of 
someone you love or just to help fund this 
ministry that has been a vital part of our 
service to God over the last 64 years. The 
sponsor donation is $120. 

The 28th of December is still available, as 
are all Sundays in January. 

Prayer Chain 
To have a prayer request added 
to the prayer chain, contact 

Sarah the Secretary at the church 
office.  234-4855 
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Growing in Your Faith & Relationships 

Adult Education Class  During the month of 
December we will continue to meet at 9:30, but 
the class will gather in the East Room in order to 
stay warm.  The pastor preaching will lead 
reflection and conversation on the scripture text 
for the morning.  Adult Ed will NOT meet on 
December 28, the Sunday following Christmas.  
 
Visit the Church Library and borrow a book (or 
two, or three).  Sharla Helland has shared some 
of the gems from the library on the East Room 
tables, you are welcome to grab one of these.  Or 
spend sometime down stairs in the library.  It is 
located in Selle Hall just off the Fellowship Hall.  
There are many wonderful books that will get 
your spiritual juices flowing.  

Daily Devotions 
Our church distributes a daily devotional booklet 
called “These Days: Daily Devotions for Living by 
Faith”.  Next issue available in January. 
 
Worship in Your Inbox  
 Worship in Your Inbox has resumed after the 
return of Pastor Kristin from maternity leave. If 
you are on the email list for these readings take 
the time to reflect and spend time with God in 
the midst of the chaos of the week.  If you aren’t 
signed up to receive these emails it isn’t too late.  
Just contact pastor Kristin to be added to the list.  
You will also find these reflections posted to our 
Church’s Facebook page or in the Friday Star 
newspaper.  

Birthdays & Anniversaries  

1 –  Mandi Mackenzie 

2 Graham Willett 

3 –  Jerry & Sue Backlund 

7 –  Bernice Gross 

 Verna Viall 

13 Pastor Kristin Willett 

14 –  Karie Regan 

18 –  Maxine Guidice 

 Rhonda McKay 

19 –  Brian Slunaker  

28 –  Lisa Helland 

If we missed someone, our sincere 
apologies. Please let us know so that you 
can be added to the list for next year! 

Our teens will only meet once during the month of 
December.  They will gather on December 14th at 
City Brew from 7:30-8:30.  
 
Our teens have decided to lead a group of carolers at 
the Christmas Stroll on December 5th.  The plan is to 
meet early in the evening and bless those attending 
the stroll with some beautiful Christmas music.  The 
teens would love YOU to sing with them.  Contact 
Emily Bennet or the church office to find out more.   

Children’s Sunday School 
In December our children will be 
exploring the season of Advent 
together and learning about the 

story of Jesus’ birth.   

Adult Religious Education Opportunities  
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Prayers for the Finances of the Church 
As we approach the end of the year, please keep our 
church’s finances in your prayers.  We entered the 
year expecting a very significant shortfall at year end 
that would be pulled from our reserves.  As 
highlighted in the Financial Update, the shortfall year 
to date is not as large as we anticipated (praise God!).  
We would love to see that margin close even further, 
yet know that God has control.  If find yourself in a 
position to be able to give further at the end of the 
year, we welcome special gifts to close the gap.   

Do You Wear Hearing Aids or any Assistive Listening Device? 
Our T-Loop system has been installed.  Pastor Brandon, the Building and Grounds 

Committee, and Jay Richwine (Audio Specialist at Hearing Connections) have gotten the 
system up and running. If your hearing aid is equip with T-Loop capabilities you should 

be able to turn that function on and hear our service clearly through your device.  Jay 

Richwine has volunteered to join us in worship at 10:15 on December 7th in order to 
help members get their hearing aids set up with the system and/or answer any questions.  We are 

grateful to be able to improve the sound quality for our worshipers, and blessed by the special gift 

of a church member to enable us to bring this technology to our church.   

Please Consider Making a 2015 Pledge 
So far 15 pledge cards have been turned in for the 2015 ministry year.  If you haven’t please 
consider doing so before December 10th.  You are asked to share what you anticipate to give 
during 2015 and how you would like to break down the contributions.  If you give regularly to 
the monthly mission special offerings, there is also a space for you to designate what you plan 
to give in that area as well.  You should have received a pledge card with last month’s 
newsletter, if you need one contact the church office.  
 Pledging isn’t a contract, if your life situations change during 2015 and you need to 
adjust your pledge there will be no judgment or disappointment from the leadership our the 
church.  Your pledge is the result of an intimate conversation between you and God 
concerning how much you can contribute to the ministry that God is doing here in our midst.   
 The greatest desire of the leadership of FPC is that every household make a 
commitment of some sort.  Weather it be a $1 a week or 10% of your income, whatever you 
believe you can commit to in gratitude to God, knowing that God has brought all of us 
together to be the Church of FPC in Miles City.  Please prayerfully consider giving in 2014.   

Little Angels Daycare 
We have been busy making lots of fall crafts!  
The kids also enjoyed several Halloween 
activities and a Halloween party.  We have 
been learning about good deeds.  In the last 
month we have done 3 service projects.  We 
made brownies and delivered them to the food 
bank, collected food and shopped for 2 
Thanksgiving feast for families in need and 
filled 4 shoeboxes for Operation Christmas 
Child.  The children have learned about getting 
joy in your heart when you help someone.  We 
are now up to 8 sight words and are continuing 
to practice telling time on the hour.  
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September: Theological Education Fund 

October: Peacemaking Offering 

November: Montana Rescue Mission 

December: Christmas Joy Offering 

Mission Committee  

Thank you for your faithful contributions to the 

Special Offering. As of November 23rd, we have 

raised $252.00 for the Montana Rescue Mission. 

With God’s Help: Capital Funds Campaign (for FPC heating/cooling project) 
In the newsletter from October you may have noticed the article about this question. It indicated that 
the Finance Committee and Session were planning to pay for half of the cost with money from our 
Reserves and the other half would be raised from special gifts given by members of the congregation.  
 $65,000. For some, it’s inconceivable that we might raise that much money in special gifts 
without crippling our annual budget, especially since our last capital funds drive was less than three 
years ago (for the windows). For others, this goal is lofty but attainable, especially when we keep in 
mind all the benefits of it. The most helpful question for everyone is, in your conversations with God, 
do you believe God is asking you to invest in this project?  
 If not, be at peace knowing you are doing what God wants you to do and pray God will show 
you a different way to invest in the life and ministries of FPC. 
 If so, be at peace knowing you are doing what God wants you to do and pray God will help you 
determine an appropriate amount to give.  
 Raising the funds for this project With God’s Help is an exercise of faith. It requires us to do our 
part and trust God will provide the rest. We can’t see the results of our efforts from here. In the end, 
we may raise the entire $65,000 or your Session may need to approve the use of additional funds from 
our Reserves. We have undesignated funds available to use for this project if necessary. In either case, 
thanks be to God and many contributors who make it all possible. Time will tell and God will lead us.  

Nominating Committee 
As the end of the year approaches, Nominating Committee is hard at work discerning who the next class 
of Elders and Deacons will be beginning in 2015.  This committee will be nominating 3 Elders and 3 
Deacons to participate in the ministries of those boards beginning in January of 2015.  On December 7, a 
Special Congregational Meeting has been called immediately after the service to elect the officers for 
next year.  Pray for God to lead the discernment process and raise up leaders for the year ahead.  

Building and Grounds 
The first phase of our heating installation is complete.  A heating unit has been 
installed in the Sanctuary that keeps us warm on Sunday mornings and helps to 
heat the entire building throughout the week.  In addition to the new permanent 
unit, a couple of temporary units have been placed throughout church in order to 
keep the building warm until the permanent heaters can be installed.  The next 
step is for MDU to hook up our new electric panel so that the installation can 
continue to move forward.  Thank you to all of those who have helped with this 
effort and for the patience of our worshippers as transition.   
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We are the church, God’s people called together, 
equipped, and sent out to show and tell others 
that God loves them and to be Christ’s hands and 
feet in the world. To do this faithfully and 
effectively, all of us must be actively involved in 
the financial stewardship of this church. The 
Session works with the Financial Secretary and the 
Finance Committee to manage the day-to-day 
budget and to continually evaluate and plan for 
the long term stewardship of the resources God 
gives us for the worship, mission, and ministries of 
the this church. As partners in the ministries and 
mission of this congregation you should be 
informed about this work.  
 The first table, called “GF Revenue,” shows 
all the year-to-date income credited to the FPC 
general fund from offerings, pledges, and per 
capita.  It gives an up-to-date summary of our 
actual income, the annual budget we approved, 
and the difference between them. Numbers that 
have parentheses around them indicate that the 
actual is less than the budgeted figure.  The 
summary for October’s close indicates that our 
income from offerings, broadcast sponsorships, 
and per capita are under budget.  
 The second table, called “GF Expenses,” 
shows the actual expenses that have been charged 
to the church’s general fund so far this year. The 
summary indicates that our expenses for 
property have exceeded our budget slightly while 
expenses for personnel and other are well below 
budget so church expenses look healthy.  
 The third table, called “Net General Fund,” 
shows the net balance of revenue and expenses. 
This summary indicates that our general 
operating fund is $2,992.67 under budget.  This is 
better than we anticipated, but we need to keep 
in mind that the 2014 budget we approved 
already included a deficit. 

 The fourth table, called “Other Funds,” 
shows change This summary shows a significant 
change from last month due to our first payment 
for our heating project. This expense was 
unforeseen and therefore not reflected in the 
budget. 
 The fifth table, called “Net General Fund + 
Other Funds,” gives an overall snapshot of the 
health of church finances by showing how solvent/
balanced we are. In past months the monies in 
“other funds” has helped close the deficit gap and 
resulted in a pretty balanced financial standing.  
Due to payments being made out our heating 
project those funds no longer provide the cushion 
they once did.  The negative figure in the YTD 
Actual vs Budget reflects the payment made.   
 In summary, the church has received less 
income from offerings than we budgeted and our 
finances would be healthier if we made up this 
deficit to our income ASAP, especially when we 
remember that we are operating with a deficit 
budget. But the good news is that is that God 
provides. FPC staff and committee leaders have 
been working hard to keep the expenses of the 
church as low as possible, people are sponsoring 
the broadcast more than ever, and thanks to the 
faithful generosity of people who have given 
special gifts and bequests to FPC, and responsible 
managing and investing of these gifts by FPC 
leadership, we are on track to meet, and 
potentially exceed, our budget this year. We could 
end up with a smaller deficit in our General Fund 
than we budgeted, though our net will be in the 
negative due to our heating project.   
 Thank you for investing in the mission and 
ministries of First Presbyterian Church. Please 
continue to pray for God’s guidance and provisions 
for the ministries, mission, and leadership of FPC 
and to continue leading us in the faithful 
stewardship of the resources entrusted to us. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

December Special Offering: 
Christmas Joy Offering 

For more than 70 years, Presbyterians have given 
generously at Christmas to support the unmet needs 
of families who have devoted their lives to the 
mission of the PC(USA). Today this Offering is 
shared equally by the Assistance Program of the 
Board of Pensions, which provides critical assistance 
to Presbyterian church workers and their families, 
and Presbyterian-affiliated racial ethnic schools and 
colleges, which enable students to develop their gifts 
and find their calling. The Offering dates back to the 
1930s, when the former Presbyterian Church in the 
United States began an offering to supplement 

inadequate retirement income and provide 
supplemental medical insurance for former ministers, 
missionaries, church workers, and their families. 

Although its roots trace back many years, this special 
offering remains just as essential today. Equally 
important to the financial help provided is the 
spiritual benefit received. Again and again, the 
individuals and families helped by the Offering say 
that as crucial as the financial assistance is, what 
really sustains them is the knowledge that the church 
is standing with them in their time of need. 


