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“Watch closely: I am preparing something new; it’s happening now, even as |
speak, and you’re about to see it. | am preparing a way through the de-
sert; waters will flow where there had been none.” Isaiah 43:19 (the Voice)

For many, September marks the beginning of something new. Our kiddos
gear up for returning to school, or heading off to preschool for the first time;
parents rejoice and mourn as the summer break comes to an end and they
shuttle their offspring back to school; college students return to MCC, or head off
to the in-state or out-of-state university of their choosing, and the list goes on.
Even for those who don’t have children heading back to school, September has
an air of starting over- a cool chill can be felt in the wind, the leaves begin to fall,
the signs of change are all around us.

As Brandon and | send Micah off to Kindergarten, Graham off to
Preschool for the first time, and anticipate the arrival of our third son the idea of
starting “something new” is very real. The reality of having my oldest “baby” in
full time school is daunting, in the blink of an eye he will be graduating. Travel-
ing on a whim will not be as easy as it once was- with school schedules and a
new born. Yet there is real excitement with the unknown as well- where will the
boys thrive, what will enliven their spirits, how will we grow as a family.

Throughout scripture we see God’s creative hand at work. Bringing new
life in the midst of the chaos or barrenness that surrounds. The promises of life
require letting go of what has been depleting the life from us in the past, and
trusting God to lead us into the next phase of newness. To grasp the Spirit’s
leading we need to ask some basic questions: who do we sense that God has
made us to be? how close are we to that image? who are we called to serve?
whose life/lives are we called to touch? what do we need to let go of to live into
these realities? They may be basic questions, yet they are not easy to answer. As
individuals and as the Church we are called to constantly take inventory of how
we are placing our very lives in God’s hands to use to bring new life into the
world.

As September comes and we are surrounded by the natural transitions of
our lives— returning to school, harvest, the change of seasons— let us also take
time to see if God is leading us to a deeper spiritual life as well and trust that
God will guide the process of embracing the new life that is offered.

Blessings,
Pastor Kristin
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Connecting With God

Anticipating Baby Willett
The newest Willett will be arriving sometime is September. We are
grateful for the willingness of Caroline Fleming to step into the pulpit the
Sunday following his birth. Thank you all for your flexibility and prayers as
we welcome our newest little guy into the world. Following the birth of
baby Willett, Pastor Kristin will be out of the office for 8 weeks of

maternity leave. During that time Pastor Brandon will explore the book of MATERNIT
Philippians with the congregation during worship.

Children’s Sunday School

Children’s Sunday School will
resume on the 14" of September. Need a Ride?
On September 7™ children will stay
with their families during
Communion Sunday Service. We are
excited to lead the children of our
church through faith exploration
Beginning on September 7" with our Godly Play Curriculum.
we will return to our 11
o’clock worship time. We
hope to see you in worship!

If you need assistance
getting to our worship
service, the Deacons are
willing to help! Please
contact the church office or
Pastor Brandon to set up a
ride by Wednesday of the
week transport is needed.

Do You Wear Hearing Aids or any Assistive Listening Device?
Pastor Brandon had a hopeful meeting here at FPC with Jay Richwind, Audio Device

Specialist at Holy Rosary, about installing T-Loop technology in our sanctuary. Here are
the highlights from the meeting.

¢ We measured the square footage of the main floor of our sanctuary. lItis
important to install the right sized “driver” device to complement the size of
our sanctuary.

¢ We setup a T-Loop demo unit in our sanctuary and Pastor Brandon tried it out. It seemed simple
and effective. The installation seems like it will be pretty quick and reasonably painless.

¢ Based on Mr. Richwind’s estimates the system may cost less to buy and install than we had
anticipated.

¢ Mr. Richwind is going to do some homework about our project and give Pastor Brandon his
recommendation.

When we have the system installed, FPC will be the only “looped” building in Miles City. We hope to
start a trend!
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Connecting With God

Blessing of the Backpacks and School Supply Collection

On September 14™, as we kickoff the school year and
Sunday School begins, we will have a blessing of the
backpacks during our worship service. We are inviting
all of our children and teens to bring their backpacks
with them so that we can pray over them as a way to
bless the school year ahead. We will bless the
backpacks of our kiddos and we will extend this
blessing beyond our church by collecting school
supplies to donate to children in need.

Please consider donating to children in Miles City.

Nursery Volunteers

ur. ~ We still have a vacant nursery position. If

you know of anyone who would be great
(EMéODﬂE(g'd for the job please share the word. In the

meantime we are looking for volunteers to
help in the nursery. Please contact the
church office if you are willing and able.

Worship Service Radio Broadcast Our Sermon Audio is Online
We are filling the second half of the 2014 We have been able to record and
broadcast sponsorship calendar. Please upload the sermon audio for our
consider sponsoring a Sunday in honor of worship services. If you go to the
someone you love or just to help fund this church’s website (www.mclstpres.org)
ministry that has been a vital part of our and click on the “Sermon Audio” tab
service to God over the last 64 years. The where you will find links for the
sponsor donation is $120. sermons. If you missed church, or just
All dates in September are still available. liked the sermon and want to listen

again, we hope this will be a blessing to
our congregation and beyond.

Weekly Bulletins available by request

Are you unable to worship with us? Do you
listen to the service broadcast and wish you
could follow along better?

Prayer Chain
To have a prayer request added

to the prayer chain, contact c he Church offi q ;
Ashlie Corbin at 852-4201 of the ontact the Lhurch office and request a copy o

the weekly bulletin be mailed, and please keep

church office. us updated of your address if it changes.
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Growing in Your Faith & Relationships

Adult Religious Education Opportunities

We will resume our Sunday morning Adult Education class in October. The class will be
held at 9:30 in the fellowship hall beginning October 5th. We will continue to focus on the
scripture of the day and explore it at a deeper level.

Visit the Church Library and borrow a book (or Worship in Your Inbox

two, or three). Sharla Helland has shared some of If you are on the email list for these readings take
the gems from the library on the East Room the time to reflect and spend time with God in the
tables, you are welcome to grab one of these. Or midst of the chaos of the week. If you aren’t
spend some time down stairs in the library. Itis  signed up to receive these emails it isn’t too late.

located in Selle Hall just off the Fellowship Hall. Just contact pastor Kristin to be added to the list.

There are many wonderful books that will get You will also find these reflections posted to our

your spiritual juices flowing. Church’s Facebook page or in the Friday Star
newspaper.

Daily Devotions
Our church distributes a daily devotional booklet
called “These Days: Daily Devotions for Living by

Faith”.
al THESE DAYS Birthdays & Anniversaries

naﬂ}- Devotions for L'i.\"i.ng ll'_lr Faith 6- Francis Davis
Karen Glasscock

12 - Erik Helland

John Neurohr

14 - Roxy Carlson

15 - Mark Helland
B S 19 - Dennis & Arlene Corbin
. Teens M|nlStry 4 21— Phyllis Griffin

3 ol ols Casey Corbin

24 — Paul & Myrtle Herzog
26— Sherwooéd & Rhonda McKay

Youth Group will begin in September. This year

youth group will meet at City Brew on the 2nd and 28— Casey Stengel
“ X 4th Sunday evening from 7:30- Collette Regan
[ 0 8:30. Come prepared to spend
& o . . . . Paul Herzog
time learning about faith topics,
CITY BREW exploring scripture, and praying 29— Tim Regan

N—o
e together. You are welcome to

bring money to purchase drinks or goodies. We look
forward to seeing you on September 14!

Emily Regan

If we missed someone, our'sincere
apologies. Please let us'know so that you
can be added to the list for next year!
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Serving the Church & the World

' n Mission Committee
r = September: Theological Education Fund
October: Peacemaking Offering

November:  Montana Rescue Mission
Thank you for your faithful contributions

to the Special Offering. As of August
25™ we have raised $300 for ROCKS.

December:  Christmas Joy Offering

Session Retreat
Due to the unexpected death of a close friend
of Pastors Kristin and Brandon, the session
retreat has been postponed to Saturday,
September 6" from 10aAM-2PM at the church.

Little Angels Daycare
During the month of August we enjoyed lots and lots of outdoor time. The favorite activity was playing in
the water. We played in kiddie pools, sprinklers, and had fun squirting each other with
water guns. Another highlight of August was the time we spent in the new sandboxes.
The summer snacks were a hit as well. Nothing is better on a hot day than homemade
ice cream (root beer flavor was the favorite) or cold watermelon. ‘
In September we are looking forward to welcoming some new little kids while sending
some older kiddos off to school. We will miss the school kids but know they are ready
for the challenge of preschool and elementary school. We are ready to start doing
more “school work”. We will continue to work on letters, numbers, colors, and shapes. But as many of our
Little Angels are older and wiser we are also going to start work on recognizing the sight words the, this,
can, is and I. We are also going to work more on telling time on the hour and half-hour and decorating our
classroom. Out with summer, in with fall!

Sister Ruth Crop Hunger Walk

Who: Every Pastor, Church, Christian in MC
What: Fundraising walk (1 or 5 km) to benefit hungry people.
Share refreshments, music and Christian friendship.
When: Sunday October 5th
1 PM Registration. Walk to follow.
Where: Wibaux Park

For more information call Beth at 234-4729 or come to info meeting at Miles Community
College, Room #107, September 16th at 7 PM or www.cropwalkonline.org/milescitymt



http://www.cropwalkonline.org/milescitymt
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Serving the Church & the World

Committee Involvement
Over the next few months we will be sharing descriptions of the committees of our
congregation. These committees help ensure, enable, and empower the ministry of the church
to thrive. Committee participation is open to members and non members and is a great way to
serve in an area of ministry that you find fulfilling. This month you will find information about
our Personnel and Worship committees. Please contact one of the pastors if you feel led to get
involved in the work of one of these committees.

PERSONNEL WORSHIP
The Personnel Committee oversees staff job perfor- The Worship Committee works closely with the
mance and compliance with personnel and sexual pastor to evaluate and plan changes in worship and

misconduct policies. It conducts the Pastor’s job to plan special worship services, including Christ-
performance review annually and works with the =~ mas Eve candlelight service, Lenten services and
Pastor in conducting job performance review of Maundy Thursday Communion service. Oversight

administrative staff. Review results are reported to of music, power point and church decorating are
Session. The committee prepares or revises job de- committee responsibilities as is maintenance of the

scriptions as necessary and submits them to Ses- church’s organ and pianos. Worship Committee will
sion for approval. It reviews the Pastor salary pack- meet immediately following service on September
age and staff wages annually and makes recom- 7™ ;

mendations to Session concerning increases. At the
direction of Session, the committee interviews and
hires applicants for administrative staff positions.
The committee consists of at least three people,
including at least one Session member. It meets
monthly or as necessary. The Pastor attends Com-

Church
Committees

Building & Grounds

The Building and Grounds Committee is working hard to identify short and long term solutions to
heating FPC after receiving a failure notice from the Boiler Inspector last week. According to the
inspector we are not permitted to use our boiler until the unit is repaired or replaced.
As you probably know, our boiler has been temperamental and problematic for years,
but since it’s only 18 years old and it has been pampered (20k in maintenance costs in
the past 24 months), the Building and Grounds committee did not expect it to fail
j inspection. We will soon have bids in hand from local and regional plumbing
contractors for the repair or replacement of our boiler/heating system. This will be a
-~ significant expense and time is not on our side. But your Building and Grounds

.+ Committee and your Session will make a plan and move heaven and earth to get it
~ done before the first snow flies. We will keep you informed about our progress.
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FINANCIAL
HEALTH

The finance committee desires for the congregation to be up to date on the financial standing of
the congregation. The summary that follows aims to communicate how we are in regards to our budget,
how we compare to where we were at the same time last year, and what our bottom line is.

We are the church together. We have all been charged with joining God in ministry here in Miles
City, and thus we are all responsible for the financial stewardship of this congregation. The session has
empowered the finance committee to manage the day to day and keep an eye on the details of our
financial situation. The committee cannot live into their role fully unless the congregation is abreast of
the financial basics.

The first table reflects income that came into the church’s general fund that we had budgeted
for. It shows you the actual income and the budget expectations as of the end of June 2014. It then
breaks it down telling you the difference between those figures. Numbers noted in parentheses
communicate that the actual is less than the budgeted figure. The first table also shows you what our
income was at this time last year and how that compares to this year, again with numbers in
parentheses noting that this year’s actuals fall short of last year’s. In summary, that tables shows that
the budgeted income lines for our general offering (pledges and plate giving) and our per capita have
fallen under both what we budgeted and where we were last year. On the other hand our broadcast
sponsorship is far better than last year, but still a little under where we budgeted for this year. Overall,
our income is not what we had hoped and we need to keep an eye on it as we continuing through the
rest of the year.

The second table reflects the expenses to the church’s general fund year to date. Since these
items are expenses, the actual and the budget are noted in parentheses. If the actual exceeds the
budgeted expense the difference is also noted in parentheses. Our personnel expenses are not as high
as we budgeted, nor our “other” expenses. Over all our leadership has made great efforts to keep our
expenses within and/or under budget.

The third table shows the net of our General Fund. With all figures considered, our general fund
is just over $2,600 behind what we budgeted. It is worth noting that we already budgeted a deficit for
the year and that our actuals are further in deficit that we had anticipated.

The fourth table reflects our funds (special gifts and grants) that we have received. These monies
are presently what is keeping our bottom line standing in a slightly better spot than we had forecasted at
the start of the year.

What should we glean from these tables? For one, our anticipated “normal” income lines are not
doing as well as we had hoped. Our offering is down from last year and per capita is a bit under what we
anticipated. If your pledge giving has fallen behind or if you are able to give more, both would greatly
aid our financial future. Second, our staff and committee leadership is working hard to keep the
expenses of the church as low as possible without hindering the work of God here at FPC. The main take
away though, is that God provides. If the first two tables where the whole picture, there would be cause
for alarm, but they aren’t the whole picture. Thanks to the generosity of special givers, the income off of
investments, and grant partnerships we have received we are inline to meet if not exceed our budget
hopes.

Please continue to keep the finances of our church in your prayers. We seek God’s guidance as
we use the resources God provides for our ministry.
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First Presbyterian Church
Session Summary Report

0713172014
2114 YTD | 73174 YTD | ¥YTD Actual vs| 7131113 YTD Difference
GF REVENUE Actual Budget Budget Actual 2014 [ 2013
Offering 47 53715 51,000.00 (3,462 85) 52,805.83 (5,268.68)
Per Capita 2,314 50 2,700.00 (385.50) 271290 (398.40)
Broadcast Speonsorship 3,145.00 3,150.00 (5.00) 1,560.00 1,585.00
Other 1,030.00 1,050.00 (20.00) 40.00 990.00
TOTAL REVENUE 54,026.65 57,900.00 (3,873.35) 57,118.73 (3,092.08)
723114 YTD | 73174 YTD | YTD Actual vs.| 731113 YTD Difference
STEUERE Actual Budget Budget Actual 2014 [ 2013
Personnel (54,007.17) (56,200.38) 219321 (53,311.95) (695.22)
Property (16,361.96) (15,214.20) (1,147 .76) (16,011.70) (350.26)
Other (22,049.05) (24,205.50) 2,156 45 (21,229.10) (819.95)
TOTAL EXPENSES (92.416.18) (95,620.08) 3,201.90 (90,552 75) (1,865.43)
73114 YTD | 73114 YTD | YTD Actual vs| 73113 YTD Difference
NET GENERAL FUND Actual Budget Budget Actual 2014 1 2013
(38,391.53) (37,720.08) (671.45) (33,434 .02) (4,957 51)
73114 YTD | 713114 YTD | YTD Actual vs
OTHER FUNDS Actual Budget Budget
Transfers 0.00 0.00 0.00
Reserve Fund 11,064_26 §,789.00 1,275.26
Building Fund 1,500.37 1,600.00 (99.63)
Other 0.00 0.00 0.00
Temporarily Restricted 2,706.13 0.00 2,706.13
Permanently Restricted 0.00 0.00 0.00
TOTAL OTHER 15,270.76 11,359.00 3,881.76
NET GENERAL FUND + | 7i3114 YTD | 7/3114 YTD | YTD Actual vs
OTHER FUNDS Actual Budget Budget
Change in net assets (23,120.77) (26,331.08) 3,210.31
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September Special Offering:
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Miles City, Montana 59301

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Theological Education Fund

TEF is the only dedicated source of denomination-wide funding for theological
seminaries related to PC(USA). These moneys directly subsidize the seminaries'
operating budgets and enhance each school's ability to offer financial aid to

students. Why should churches fund seminaries?

ensure
the development of
church leaders

educate
informed leaders

o e

Iaagg:lsl\?uho nurture
iversi spiritual formation
reflect diversity

@ prepare

servant-leaders
for bold mission
outreach

@

grow
common faith and
shared purpose




