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A woman dreamed she walked into a brand new shop in the marketplace
and, to her surprise, found God behind the counter.

“What do you sell here?” she asked.

“Everything your heart desires,” said God.

Hardly daring to believe what she was hearing, the woman decided to
ask for the best things a human could wish for. “I want peace of mind and
love and happiness and wisdom and freedom from fear,” she said. Then as
an afterthought, she added, “Not just for me. For everyone on earth.”

God smiled. ‘I think you've got me wrong, my dear,” God said. “We
don'’t sell fruits here. Only seeds.”

-Anthony de Mello

| have enjoyed thinking about this quote ever since | discovered it two
years ago while preparing for a sermon. | love the concept behind it. What
would it be like to encounter God behind the counter in the grocery store?
Surprising to say the least, right? When she asks what they sell, God tells
her the shop sells everything her heart desires. Imagine that. You’d think
that you'’d died and gone to heaven or that maybe heaven had come to
earth. What a wonderful world it would be- peace of mind, love, happiness,
wisdom, and freedom from fear for yourself and everyone on earth (what
desire of the heart might you add or take away from her list?). It certainly
sounds more like eternity than the world we see and experience. God’s
response is wise and compelling, “I think you’'ve got me wrong, my dear.
We don'’t sell fruits here. Only seeds.”

| think strong arguments could be made that either worship or the Bible is
the shop where we encounter God and collect seeds. What about the fruit?
How do we get it? Having spent most of my life in the scorched Arizona
desert, my experience growing things from a seed is limited but at the least
a seed needs to be sown in good soil, and given water, sunlight, and time.
The spectacular failure of our small garden a few years ago reminded me
that growing also takes a lot of time and energy.

y

We are the church. God has put us in charge of planting and tending the
seeds of His kingdom here on earth. It has been almost five years since we
accepted the call to be your pastors. In that time, we have sown and
tended many seeds of God’s kingdom together and we have tasted the first
fruits of love, happiness, and wisdom, to name a few. If you sow and tend
seeds far and wide for yourself and others, with all the strength God gives
you, the harvest will be beautiful and plentiful now and forever. That's a
promise. You can hang your hat on it.

Because of its Spanish speaking heritage many Arizonans say “adios”

cont. on next page



Pastors Letter cont

instead of “see ya later.” | wonder how many who do are aware that it originally :H
meant something like “go with God” in the same way that “goodbye” meant “God
be with you.” | take great comfort in the original meaning of these words. In part- |
ing company with brothers and sisters in Christ, not knowing if or when we’ll see |
them again, this side of heaven, it is faithful and fitting to recall and reassure !
each other that we are bound together in Christ, whether near or far, and that our
God is with us always. It has been a privilege and pleasure to be in mission with 5588
you as your pastors. Thank you for many lifelong memories.

Adios,

Brandon, Kristin, Micah, Graham, Levi, and Kennedy

..4 , A Story About Angel s,

A mom recently told me what the daycare program at First Presbyterian Church does for
up i s Ner, This mom with her husband and children enjoy a life with their family plus rabbits,
goats, ponies, and.8 8foster children. This family is in the busiest time of their lives, but

make room in their home for foster children who need so much. When this mom is asked, often by surprise, if she
is willing to take a child, the first thing she does is call her husband to confirm he is good with an additional family
member. The second thing she does, before any other preparation, is call Beth Dittus, Director at Little Angels
Daycare, to ask if she has room for an extra child. If Beth doesnd@ have room, this family cannot take the child
because the mom works and needs BethG help during the day.

Little Angels is one of the few daycares in our area willing and able to work with foster children. When children are
removed from their home, their temporary caregivers, including Beth and her crew at Little Angels, must
accommodate unscheduled visits from multiple agencies charged with evaluating the children@ needs, checking
up on them, etc. All of which disrupts schedules and interrupts the most important objective, caring for the
children. In the daycare, Beth cares for multiple foster children at any given time and does it with love for the little
ones who rely completely on her.

This particular foster mom said without Little Angel@ willingness to accommodate the added complexity of the
programs associated with these children in need, she couldnd say yes to helping and giving her familyG love and
care to children in need. Through the love and patience of this church and Little AngelG staff, hurting children get a
chance to experience God@ love from our community. Thank God for Beth Dittus, her staff, and all the people who
show GodG abundant, powerful, reliable love to children in need.

Psalms 127:3
Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord8 8 8

Paul Helland

Angels Explained by Children
What | don@ get about Angels is, why when someone is in love, they shoot arrows at them. - - Sarah (age 6)
Angels work for God and watch over kids when God has to go do something else. - - Mitchell (age 7)

My Guardian Angel helps me with math, but he® not much good for science. - - Henry (age 8)

All Angels are girls cause they gotta wear dresses and boys didn@ go for it. - - Andy (age 9)
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June Happenings

Chur ch Buadib"unearks:the 100-year anniversary of the opening of our church building. Mark your
calendars for a church potluck on June 11™ to celebrate this milestone. The Membership/
CELEBRATING Outreach Committee will host a potluck following worship. To honor our history, we would love if
you choose your potluck dish from either a favorite old family recipe or from the church
] O O cookbook that was printed about 20 years ago. Pick a recipe that was a favorite of your family, or
of a dear friend and mentor, out of the cookbook. We are looking for several copies of the

Y E A R S cookbook to display on tables in the East Room so you can look through them and decide what
dish to bring.

Speci al Congr e gRebse mankaybur cMendaits and plan to attend a special &
meeting of the congregation on June 11" following the worship service. The meeting was called PUT TH‘S
by Session for the Nominating Committee to bring forth their recommendations for the Pastor | QK\
Nominating Committee (PNC). We look forward to seeing you there and thank you for being a CN_ENDAR‘.
part of this process with us.

Chil dr en iThe suMfoer isalwbnperful time for our children to spend the entire service in worship.
While Sunday School is a blessing, it is so important for our kiddos to get the opportunity to be a
part of the worship service in its entirety. Parents, please know that your child is always welcome.

® /4 We can handle the wiggles and the chatter. If your child is having a difficult time, know that the

o nursery is available for you to sit with him/her and still be a part of the service. We have found
that sitting closer to the front helps children to feel engaged and keep focused. We are excited to

WORSHIP worship with the children this summer!

Ad u | tDurikgthe summer months the pre-worship Adult education class will not meet.

Prayer Chain Radi o Broadcast
To have a prayer request added to the Prayer We are filling up our sponsor slots for the 2017 year. If there
Chain contact Jan, the Secretary in the church is a specific day you would like to honor the memory of

someone you love or celebrate a significant date in your
life, please contact the church office. Dates available in
June are the 4th, 11th, 18th.

office, at 406-234-4855.

Thank You for Serving

Elder of the Month - Caroline Fleming DeaconoftheMonth-3 OEIT I . AAAAA
Dat|Del i ver Goodi e Greete Power P{ Sunday $c
4t h Gail Price Beverly Geary 30EI 1 . Denise Hartse No Sunday School
1 1t| Mary Lou Russiff 30EI 1T . 30EI 1T . Laura & Emily | ) Sunday School

Bennett
18t Pat Conley 30EI 1 . Pat Conley Connie Bartholomew| No Sunday School
Joanne Perkins A v e A s _
25t : 3O0EI I I 3O0EI I . Denise Hartse No Sunday School
Bill Zook

Well Done Good and Faithful Servants.
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L ooki ng For war d

Pl e as e Thh Ghureh: Office will be closed June 2™, 15" 16" 22™ and 23™ as Jan has
offiq commitments out of town on these days. All calls, emails, and inquiries will be responded to on
Closed\ the following Monday morning. Thank You for your understanding.

Pent e Malksybur calendars for June 4™ and our Pentecost worship service. Pentecost is often -
referred to as the birthday of the church, commemorating the day when the Holy Spirit descended on
the disciples post the resurrection and enabled them to communicate to the masses that had
gathered. Many new believers came to know Jesus on that day. In worship on June 4th we will
celebrate the presence of the Holy Spirit in our midst even now and how we are still enabled to reveal
God@ presence to others. Come to church wearing red, the color often associated with this great day!

-4 Br eaklfdeBa guly 9™, after worship, plan to stay for our Annual Breakfast-In-A-Bag.
i Free will donations will be committed to our Local Mission Fund that provides emergency
assistance in our community.

VBS: Jal )y -121408need to supply volunteers to teach, decorate, set up, and help —
the week of VBS. We continue to support the program financially, and by donating supplies. We %@
believe strongly in this ministry and treasure our partnership with the United Methodist Church. ;
Prayerfully consider how you may bless the children of our community through helping with this VO’CO_tI_Oﬂ
effort. VBS is a vital ministry of sharing God love with close to a 100 children every year. It is a way ible
they know they are supported, cared for, and accepted by local adults, the church, and God. Please  School
consider the role you might play in touching the lives of these children.

Looking Back

Thank You, Su n d a yThr&@ghbut thd schdoleyeacwe @avesbeen blessed by

many adults who have shared their time and their faith with our children. We want to recognize

them and express our appreciation for the ministry of these devoted teachers. Our teachers and

_ volunteers this year have included: Emily Bennet, Laura Bennett, Ashli Drga, Denise Hartse,

=~ Robin Hogan, Nathan Kraft, Jamie Schmeling, Verna Viall, and Carolyn Zimmerman. If you see

R ScHooc'R one of these amazing teachers at church, or out in our community, please share your gratitude
with them. They have been a true blessing to all of the children of our congregation!

TERCHERS

They Ser veThetddhsishdd/mthé kitchen have certainly served us well over the years. However,
the Presbyterian Women have decided itG time to let them go. It is now time to pass them on to a new home. If
anyone is interested please contact JoAnne Perkins or Mary Lynn Taylor.

Radi o B rSmeedogggFsst Presbyterian Church has been broadcasting our Sunday morning worship
services on KATL 770.AM. The broadcast has been an outreach of our congregation, providing
access to God® word and a church community to people from the Wyoming border to Canada
and from Billings into North Dakota. It allows ranchers and farmers to listen while they are hard
at work, along with our home bound members who are unable to attend worship. Of course
there is a cost to funding this portion of our ministry. We invite congregation members and
community members to sponsor a Sunday to offset those costs. The sponsor donation is $125 for
each Sunday. Please consider sponsoring a Sunday in honor of someone you love or just to help
fund this ministry that has been a vital part of our service to God over the last 68 years.
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Vacation Bi bl e Schooc

£ This Summer Vacation Bible School will be July 24™ to 27™ from 9:00am to 11:30am. Look for
(] the Registration Form in next months newsletter. You could fill it out, one for each child, so if
you need more just contact Jan in the church office. Then leave it with Jan, shedl make sure to
get it to the Methodist Church so your child/children will be pre-registered.

Discover Your Strength in Godl

Hero Central takes kids on awesome adventures alongside some of their favorite Bible heroes and discovering the
qualities that make us truly heroic in God. Hero Central uses epic music, spectacular science, crafty crafts, heroic
recreation, and fantastic Bible stories to help kids (and adults) discover their strength in God!

Ougoal is to teach kids that their strength come
Hero Centr al D @oodbSeeR pebcd add gV &terst!dPsalm 34:14b)

Session1-Bi b | e Sa&tebAnoints David (1 Samuel 16:1-12)
Her o Gal'slHeroes Have Heart!
Kiddos will discover why God values having a kind and caring heart.

Session2-Bi b | e AlSghil®aves the Day (1 Samuel 25)
Her o Ga'siHeroes Have Courage!

Kiddos will discover that God empowers our courage and guides us to follow a call to action for peace and
justice.

Session3-Bi b | e JeSit Goeas 3o the Temple (Luke 2:41-52)
Her o Gal'dHeroes Have Wisdom!
Kiddos will discover that God values wisdom and learning is an important foundation for living.

Session4-Bi b | e Bedtituaas Matthew 4:23-5:12)
Her o Gal'sdHeroes Have Hope!
Kiddos will discover that God wants all of us to have hope. Hope in God. Hope in others. And hope in
themselves.

Session5-Bi b | e Pedtecost (Acts 2:1-41)
Her o Gal'dHeroes Have Power!
Kiddos will discover that their super-power comes from God.

Unl i keliyi &teeroio oxi oAl ECETI 00 pOT EAOOEI 1 Al ©
iTOA OT1TEEAI U EAOI 1T &£ OEA OEOAAh OO0T PO O EAI P8 *
AOA OEA DPATPBPI A xA AOA OOPDPT OAA O1T 11 OAe Luke -30: 29
"And who is my neighbor?" Jesus replied with a story: "A Jewish man was traveling on a trip from Jerusalem to Jeri-
cho, and he was attacked by bandits. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him up, and left him half dead beside

the road. "By chance a priest came along. But when he saw the man lying there, he crossed to the other side of the
road and passed him by. A Temple assistant walked over and looked at him lying there, but he also passed by on

the other side. "Then a despised Samaritan came along, and when he saw the man, he felt compassion for him. Go-

ing over to him, the Samaritan soothed his wounds with olive oil and wine and bandaged them. Then he put the
man on his own donkey and took him to an Inn, where he took care of him. The next day he handed the innkeeper

two silver coins, telling him, 'Take care of this man. If his bill runs higher than this, I'll pay you the next time I'm
here.' "Now which of these three would you say was a neighbor to the man who was attacked by bandits?" Jesus
asked. The man replied, "The one who showed him mercy." Then Jesus said, "Yes, now go and do the same."
*AROOO 1T AAA A cOU OEAO * AGEA OXAIOEBROCAA &I AD AA OEAOOMDT
OEA [T AT O - CEAT Oh
I EAZAR AT A OEI

OEA 3Ai AOEOAT OEI xAA OEA 1 AT |
x OEAI 117 O6A Oi1 AAus Page 5
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Our Finances

D4/30/2017

GF REVENUE 04/30/17 YTD | 04/3017 YTD | YTD Actual vs | 04/3016 YTD | Difference

Actual Budget Budget Actual 2017 | 2016
Offering 35,462.50 31,500.00 3,962.50 32 B74.75 2,587.75
Per Capita 2 472.00 2 700.00 (228.00)| 2,203.00 269.00
Broadcast Sponsorship 1,325.00 2,090.00 (?EE.D-D}I 1,800.00 (475.00)
Endowments 9,098 53 10,710.30 (161147 1081708 (1,518.23)
Other 720.00 720.00 0.00 BB0.48 (160.48)
TOTAL REVENUE 49,078.33 47, 720.30 1,358.03 48,375.29 703.04

04/30/17 YTD | 04/3017 YTD |¥YTD Actual vs.| 04/3016 YTD | Difference

GF EXPENSES Actual Budget Budget Actual 2017 | 2016
Personnel (33,669.24))  (33,857.09)| 18785 (33.274.01) (395.23)
Property @00101)  (8.45521) (63se0)  (8,574.32) (516.69)
Other (15,185.26)]  (15,708.56)| 52330  (16.455.82)] 1,270.56
TOTAL EXPENSES {5?,945_51:|| {ﬁﬂ,u:-:u_aﬁj| 75.35 {55,3[:4_15:' 358.64

D4/30/17 YTD | 04/30117 YTD [ ¥TD Actual vs| 04/3016 YTD | Difference

NET GENERAL FUND Actual Budget Budget Actual 2017 | 2016
(8,867.18)  (10,300.56)| 1,433.38 (9,928.86)| 1,061.68

Financial Summary

God is good, and this congregation is faithful. As of the close of April we saw a great uptick in
our giving. At the end of March our offering income was below our anticipated amount, but
how a month changes things. As of the close of April we are above our budget in our offering
line by roughly $4,000. We are still behind our budget in our per capita and broadcast
sponsorship lines, but overall our income revenue is doing better than we anticipated. Praise
God. We are doing well with our expenses as well, almost exactly where we projected to be
at this point in the year. Thank you for your faithful commitment to this congregation and the
ministry that God is leading in our midst. Please continue to pray for the work of God in this

place.
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Phone: 406-234-4855
Fax: 406-234-4865
Email: mcfpc@midrivers.com

Visit Us on t he Web
http:// mclstpres. org

June Speci al Of f
¥y, Peace & Gloda%w Wotsesp K

) .E; Christians are called as Christ& people to be GodG peacemakers as agents of
P — 4 reconciliation in individual lives, families, communities, churches, the international
2: Rk ﬁ;—‘:ﬂm‘fp ~7y arena, and the whole of creation. The Peace & Global Witness Offering supports the
Lo y#  efforts of the church at every governing body level, and provides an opportunity to
%%‘ witness God@ gift of peace in the world.

The Custer County Community Table (Soup Kitchen) is a shared ministry effort by community volunteers in
the Miles City area. The mission is simple: to provide healthy and appetizing meals to all in the community
who come to us in need - to the poor, the hungry and the lonely. The goal is to provide meals to those who
are in need without reference to age, race, sex or religious affiliation. In fulfilling this mission, we are
constantly reminded that when we show mercy to the least of God's children, we show mercy to Jesus
Christ Himself. We don't serve meals...we serve Jesus. The Custer County Community Table provides meals
at no cost; but also provides a place of hospitality and companionship for those in need, regardless of their
faith. It is sustained by compassionate and committed volunteers and by the generous contributions of
donors. The Custer County Community Table is a center for ministry to our guests, to our volunteers and to
the greater community. Our work is work of justice as we strive to recognize the worth and value of each
individual. It is just one of the ways we respond to God's generosity to us. All donations are tax deductible.




